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Houston's First Energy Week  

October 2012 

Did you know that October has been proclaimed National Energy Action Month by the 
President?  Did you also know that Houston had its first Energy Day last year, and it’s 
coming again on October 20? Since Houston is the Energy Capital, it only makes 
sense that we also have an Energy Week in October. That was the thinking of 
Greater Houston Partnership, the Consumer Energy Alliance, and the Texas Alliance of 
Energy Producers who have teamed up promoting Energy Week. 

As you know from my previous blogs, I am very supportive of Houston events that 
showcase energy. Our two nameplate events, CERAWeek and OTC, mainly focus on the 
large oil & gas companies. This is not surprising as Houston dominates that sector, and 
as such these are world renowned events. And of course, Houston has energy 
conferences, events, symposiums going on all the time targeting specific topics, but 
these largely go unnoticed by the general public.  With over 3600 energy related 
companies driving about half of greater Houston’s economy, we really need 
to extend the Houston energy brand with another showcase week. 

Energy Week will start with the 21st Century Energy Technology Conference 
and Trade Show at the George R. Brown on October 17 and 18 sponsored by 
the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers. This new event particularly targets the oil 
& gas independents in this country who have brought forth the shale technology 
revolution in this country.  There are 7 technology sessions with over 20 leading energy 
experts speaking.  It will have two terrific luncheons honoring the late Michel T. 
Halbouty and US Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison plus many trade show booths. I’ve 
also heard a rumor from a good source that Newt Gingrich will be at a “pre-kickoff” 
cocktail reception sponsored by Noble Royalty Trust on Oct. 16 from 5-7 pm at the 
Hilton Americas. If this conference and trade show intrigues you, go to their website 
at http://www.texasalliance.org and select “Other Meetings” or contact Sandi 
Simon sandis@texasalliance.org. 
 
Next comes the 4th annual GHP energy summit on October 19 to be held at the 
University of Houston entitled US Energy Revolution: Economics, Security, and Job 
Creation. This year’s summit focuses on three critical issues of talent development, 
energy security policy, and how natural gas vehicles are changing the transportation 
landscape.  Plus,Lisa Jackson, EPA’s Administrator, will discuss balancing 
energy growth and the environment. Other big name speakers include Rich 
Kruger, President of ExxonMobil Production Company, addressing our energy 
workforce.  Roger Plank, President and COO of Apache Corporation, will describe the 
natural gas vehicle’s future. Congressmen Gene Green and Pete Olsen will address 
energy security and availability. That is followed by a panel discussion on talent 
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development capped off with Barry Smitherman, Chairman of the Railroad 
Commission, luncheon speech onHouston: The Energy Capital Leads the Way. If you 
want to hear this great line-up, go 
to http://events.houston.org/?id=247&eid=308&Mode=ViewDetails to register. 

Energy Day on October 20 caps off the week right outside Houston’s City Hall 
from 11:00 AM to 5 PM. This is a free, family-friendly, annual festival celebrating and 
highlighting the importance of energy in our daily lives. There will be over 50 interactive 
energy demonstrations and booths covering the energy spectrum such as a horizontal 
drilling game, LNG magician, electric vehicles, algae to biodiesel demonstration, solar 
container, shale fossils activity, and on and on.  It will also have live music, food, 
contests, and fun for all ages– particularly young people.  Last year had over 12,000 
attendees.  Be a part of this year’s celebration! 

Let me also mention another new energy conference coming on November 27-29 at the 
George R. Brown Convention Center called Total Energy USA.  This too covers the 
whole energy spectrum.  Go to www.TotalEnergyUSA.com for more information. 
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