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Some 330 people attended the Greater Houston Partnership’s third energy 
summit entitled America’s Energy Future Emerging Technology and Job Creation 
yesterday. The event is organized by the Energy Collaborative’s  Marketing 
subcommittee, which has the following goals: ) Perpetuate Houston as the premier 
energy hub and center for energy innovation & technology that includes all energy 
resources 2) Promote Houston as the world leader in developing energy sources, as 
well as energy conservation and environmental sustainability 3) Pursue strategies that 
incorporate the annual America’s Energy Future summit, website development, 
publications and marketing collateral, as well as outreach activities 4) Target businesses 
looking to relocate and groups in energy sector. 
 
The idea behind the America’s Energy Future is to showcase Houston depth and 
breadth of knowledge on all energy issues including energy policy.  That is the way this 
year’s event started with John Hofmeister, Chairman of the Energy Collaborative, 
eloquently elaborating on the shortfalls of our federal policy making system as 
detailed in his book, Why We Hate the Oil Companies: Straight Talk from an Energy 
Insider.  

This was followed by special remarks from Jane Campbell, Chief of Staff for Senator 
Mary Landrieu of Louisiana on the need to lift the drilling moratorium on the deep-water 
Gulf of Mexico.  Lo and behold, the announcement came through on the Obama 
Administration’s lifting the ban.  We later concluded that the energy summit should 
have been held this summer. 

The first keynote speaker was Doug Foshee, CEO of El Paso touting the benefits of 
natural gas on the topic of The Future of Energy.  He had all the facts and figures 
explaining that natural gas has half the CO2 emissions of coal, 80% less nitrogen 
oxides, virtually no sulfur dioxide, mercury or particulate matter. And, natural gas 
vehicles emits 25% less CO2 than traditional vehicles. Foshee felt that natural gas was 
an essential partner to the development of renewables.  With the three As of energy 
security: available, abundant, and accessible, he pondered why the Obama 
Administration would not take a more proactive policy stance on natural gas as in 
the case of wind and solar. 

The first panel moderated by Michael Collier from PricewaterhouseCoopers discussed 
the role of emerging technology in job creation and economic development in 
renewable energy.  Panel member Dick William, President of Shell Wind, debunked the 
notion that Shell was simply an oil & gas company.  Will Thurmond, President of 
Emerging Markets Online, marketed heavily the biofuels taskforce of the Energy 
Collaborative with his in depth insight into this evolving marketplace.  Algae seemed to 
be in favor.  Jason Few, President of Reliant Energy, highlighted the positive 
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customer response they are getting for green energy from Texas wind power, 
while Tracy Bridge SVP from CenterPoint described the benefits of their smart meter 
rollout.  Perhaps the most interesting discussion came from Dick Williams describing all 
the efforts to develop the wind workforce in Texas, and that there were similarities to 
traditional energy. 

The second keynote speaker was Helge Haldorsen Vice President for Statoil who gave a 
thoroughly entertaining presentation. Haldorsen really put the whole energy picture in 
perspective and the need for Houston to take advantage of these opportunities.  He 
described a 360 e concept with Houston being the capital of everything energy 
related.  I liked it! 

Houston’s depth really showed through on the second panel moderated by Charles 
Swanson of Ernst and Young focused on promoting new technologies and creating jobs 
in traditional energy.  Susan Cunningham, Senior VP Exploration of Noble Energy got 
the tough question can companies like Noble continue to compete in the deep-water 
Gulf of Mexico with the potential liabilities. She was very persuasive in outlining the 
case for such mid-sized American companies who hold the majority of the leases in the 
Gulf to forage on.  Rod Nelson, VP Schlumberger, provided the clearest description I’ve 
heard on how shale gas really works and the fundamental public misconceptions.  
Again, the energy industry has a communication gap although he freely described 
the disturbances from all the truck movement.  Stuart Page, CEO Glori Oil Limited, was 
very articulate in describing the big opportunity for biotechnology to enhance oil 
recovery here in the United States from typically 30-40% recoveries.  He thought there 
were synergies with Houston’s bioscience health care industry.  Then, Juan Garaz, 
President of Advanced Technology for NRG Texas gave some real insights into the 
nuclear business.  While the capital costs are enormous, once depreciated nuclear is a 
real money maker with variable costs around 2 cents per kWh.  On the workforce side, 
Rod Nelson described the statistic we all know that half the oil & gas workforce in this 
country could retire in the next decade and the workforce generation in this country 
would not meet the demand. 

Your blogger wrapped it up encouraging the audience to get engaged with the GHP’s 
Energy Collaborative.  This annual event will be coupled with Consumer Energy 
Alliances Energy Day next year such that October in Houston becomes energy 
month. 

 


