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If you are anything like me, you are totally disenchanted with TV 
broadcasters and programs that purport to discuss America’s energy 
challenges in a fair and balanced way. Everybody always seems to be talking over 
each other whether guests, the host or both.  Unfortunately, hosts rarely understand 
energy matters and often confuse more than help the debate with their questions and 
narrative.  Guests can be knowledgeable but rarely given the chance to really explain 
an answer, and many times the guests aren’t  up to par.  Moreover, the TV networks 
seem to have a built in bias on one side or the other. So the bottom line is that these 
programs are much more about show business than real energy education.  It’s no 
wonder the American public is confused on how to solve our energy 
challenges.  And that is a shame as energy, in my opinion, is the biggest challenge 
facing the world over the first half of this century with ever increasing demand from a 
growing global population. 

Wouldn’t it be great if there was an energy TV program that asked  intelligent hard 
questions to knowledgeable guests that represented both sides of a major energy 
issue? And wouldn’t it be nice if these guests were given the opportunity to give an 
unimpeded answer without the host interrupting? Well, that is exactly the format of 
a new TV show that launches this month called The Hard Question, right here 
in Houston, Texas-- the Energy Capital of the World. 
These one on one interviews are hosted by veteran broadcaster Blanquita Cullum. Each 
episode will feature two guests interviewed separately to provide this balanced 
approach. And by the way, each guest  has the opportunity to pose one “hard question” 
for the other. I asked Blanquita to describe the show for my blog and here is what she 
said, ““Our goal with The Hard Question is to bring clarity to important energy 
issues and do so in a way that is balanced and fair to all sides. No issue affects 
every American like energy, but polls show there’s very little understanding of these 
issues. We want to change that with a show format that goes beyond soundbites, 
considers all viewpoints, and invites audience engagement.” 

Well, the concept sounds good, but what about the reality of making this a first class 
program?  Last night there was a pre-showing of the first program that is entitled 
“To Wean or not Wean off Oil.”  Around ninety people gathered at Eye Candy to see 
Bruce Vincent, President and Director of Swift Energy and Carl Pope, former Executive 
Director of the Sierra Club discuss this central energy issue.  Obviously, Bruce questions 
why would we while Carl asks why not? John Hofmeister then does a short editorial at 
the end each time on an energy hot topic–in this case how America could become 
energy independent of oil. 
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There was spectacular feedback from the invited guests. You can see the show on 
KTRK-TV Channel 13 (an ABC affiliate) on June 24 at noon. It will also run on 
the show’s website at www.thehardquestion.com. The second episode airs on 
July 1st at 1:30 PM featuring  House Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy and Congressman 
Dennis Kucinich debating energy policy. 

How is this getting launched?  The Foundation for Energy Education has been the 
primary sponsor.  Chairman David Bole and President Pat French have been advocating 
and raising funds for this truly energy education program.  I have gotten involved 
because of the relationship with the Greater Houston Partnership’s Energy 
Collaborative, whose marketing committee  is a strong proponent of getting out  
balanced and thoughtful energy messages.  It seems to me this is the kind of 
dialogue that can reset rhetoric into finding reasonable solutions. Watch the 
program, or for you social media types  go to the website after the airing. If you like 
it, spread the word. 

 


